
The mi l i tary f ie ld hospi ta l  has not kept pace with the advances
of modern technology. Al though the medical  profession has
made tremendous advances in science and ski l ls ,  the wounded
are st i l l t reated in f ie ld hospi ta ls not much di f ferent f rom those
used dur ing the past.  *a Recogniz ing that the mi l i tary inventory
lacked an up-to-date f ie ld hospi ta l ,  the U.S. Army Medical  Serv-
ice and the AiResearch Divis ion of  The Garret t  Coroorat ion in
Phoenix,  Ar izona, undertook a development program for a sel f -
contained, t ransportable medical  uni t  that  would fu l f i l l  a new
concept in mi l i tary f le ld hospi ta ls.  The advanced technical
approach to problem solv ing typical  of  the aerospace industry
needed to be appl ied to th is program. The basic features of  th is

new uni t  include mobi l i ty ,  short  setup t ime, high rel iabi l i ty  and
eff ic iency,  control led environment,  and the capabi l i ty  of  main-
taining al l -weather operat ion.  w Not only is the new f ie ld hos-
pi ta l  a considerable improvement over previous equipment,  but
also the same type of  complex and i ts power package would be
useful  in numerous other mi l i tary and non-mi l i tary appl icat ions
requir ing sel f -contained medical  or  other f ie ld faci l i t ies.
s Mobi l i ty  and f lexibi l i ty  are provided by the modular design of
compact,  l ightweight shel ter  uni ts and power packages which
can be erected into v i r tual ly any s ize complex.  The selected
combinat ion of  uni ts assures f lexibi l i ty .  Uni ts may be added,
removed or rearranged easi ly as requirements change.
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